3rd Conclave on Afro-Asian Countries

Centre for Global Business Studies(CGBS) is one of the PG research centres of GTU which
promotes the research work in field of business management and facilitates the foreign
study programs across the branches.
The main focus of “Centre for Global Business Studies” is to discover opportunities for doing
business in seven regional markets, namely: North America, Europe, South America, Middle
East, Africa, Central Asia, East Asia and Pacific Countries.
GCBS believes that in today’s scenario every student must get the knowledge about the
humanity, geography and business environment of other countries and thus, the Centre
empowers the students and faculties to explore the new heights in Global Research. The
Centre is proved as a valuable tool to Industries of Gujarat, as it helps the industries to find
and explore the untapped opportunities in Global Business.
With the objectives to provide the platform to GTU MBA faculties where they can interact
with Diplomat(s)/ Leading Business Leaders dealing with Afro-Asian Countries., they can get
the macro level information about the business opportunities in African Countries , to solve
the queries and doubts about GCSR program through open session, to allocate GCSR country
for Academic year 2015-16 and to discuss important updated GCSR guidelines with institute
coordinators, the 3 rd Conclave on Afro-Asian Countries was organized on 17 th July 2015.
Centre for Global Business Studies (CGBS), GTU had organized 1st Conclave on Afro - Asian
countries on 19 th May 2013 in the presence of High Commissioners of Nigeria, H.E. Mr.
Ndubuisi Vitus Amaku and 2 nd Conclave on 19th July 2014 in presence of H. E. Mr. Shaida
Mohd. Abdali, Ambassador of Afghanistan to India; H.E. Mr. Rizali W. Indrakesuma,
Ambassador of Indonesia to India; H.E. Mr. Ndubuisi V Amaku, High Commissioner of Nigeria
to India; Dr. Lewis Mbilizi, Deputy High Commissioner of Malawi to India.
“Development through Education” was the key topic of 3rd Afro-Asian Conclave. In the same
event, total 26 universities got CCI Technology Education Excellence Awards.

The dignitaries on the dais were (from Right to Left) Mr. J.C.Lilani, I/C Registrar GTU, H.E.
Mr. Sola Enikanolaiye, High Commissioner of Nigeria, Dr. Akshai Aggarwal, Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor, GTU, H.E. Mr. Chung Kwang Tien, Ambassador, Embassy of Taiwan, Mr.
Mwitumwa Namunda Lubinda, Second Secretary (Immigration), High Commission of
Zambia, H.E. Mr. Bothata Tsikoane, High Commissioner, High Commission of Kingdom of
Lesotho, H.E. Mr. Jamal Abdulla Alhaj Mothana, Charge de Affairs', Embassy of Yemen,
The Celebration began with lamp lighting by all the guests.

All the dignitaries were felicitated by Mrs. Shkuntala Aggarwal, Dr. Kaushal Bhatt,
Mr. Keyur Darji & Dr. Jyoti Srivastava by offering a bouquet, memento and Shawl &
fruit basket. Dr. Sarika Srivastava acted the a master of ceremony

Mr. J.C. Lilani, Registrar (I/c), GTU welcomed all dignitaries
through his welcome speech. He talked about the activities of all
PG Research Centers of GTU. He said, University has set up 14
graduate Research Centers to foster research activities.
Under the visionary leadership of Vice Chancellor Dr. Akshai
Aggarwal, Initiatives taken up at GTU include GIC Sankul,
Student Start-up Policy and a spine of six Design Engineering
courses which are being followed by other Universities of
India”.

Dr. Akshai Aggarwal, Vice Chancellor of GTU said that
we expect higher education to become better and better.
He said, “Main objective of the conclave is to provide the
platform to Faculties where they can interact with
Diplomat(s)/ leading business leaders dealing with AfroAsian countries and to provide the macro level
information about the business opportunities in African
Countries. We have students from 31 countries who are
studying in various colleges affiliated to GTU”. Dr.
Aggarwal shared that GTU is only the University which
offers the largest Country Study program in form of GCSR.
He also asked the Diplomats of various countries to contribute maximum to help the students
of GTU in terms of information sharing as well as invite them to send their students to GTU
for various graduate and post graduate programs.
H.E. Mr. Bothata Tsikoane, High Commissioner, High
Commission of Kingdom of Lesotho, said that technology can help
universities in research activities; and Africa soon will become one of
the best service providers in Information Technology.
H.E. Mr. Chung Kwang Tien, The
Ambassador, Embassy of Taiwan, said
that education is fundamental to
national development. He appreciated the
“Make in India”, “Digital India” programs, initiated by
Central Government of India. He said, “Taiwan ranked 11th
in education. Total 814 Indian students are studying in
Taiwan. The educational and academic communications
between Taiwan and India have been developed smoothly in
the last several years. MoU on acknowledgement of each
other's university degrees was signed between Foundation
for International Cooperation in Higher Education of Taiwan
(FICHET) and Association of Indian Universities (AIU) in
2010, which has resulted in close and frequent academic

exchange and cooperation between the two sides. Now Indian students have opportunities
to study in Taiwan through Taiwan Scholarships and Huayu Enrichment Scholarships
provided by the Government of Taiwan.
H.E. Mr. Jorge Cardenas Robles, Ambassador, Embassy of
Bolivia, said that education cannot go alone; and India and Bolivia
can have cross-exchange program in higher education sector.

H.E. Mr. Jamal Abdulla
Alhaj Mothana, Charge de
Affairs', Embassy of Yemen, , said that 8000 Yemen
students are studying in India, and there are 83
scholarships available for Yemen students. He said that
government of both of the countries are continuously
working to strengthen the Educational tie ups and
scholarship programs in benefit of students of India and
Yemen.
H.E. Mr. Sola Enikanolaiye, The
High Commissioner, of Nigeria,
,said that education is the only way to resolve conflicts. He said, “We
need to promote education for development. Africa and India have
a very old relationship. We can strengthen the relationship more
and more with the help of education. Relationship between Nigeria
and India have always been warm and friendly, without any
contentious issues, both share common perspectives on international
political, social and Development issues, and these have manifested in
various meetings at UN, WTO, etc. The people-to-people ties between Nigeria and India are
Vibrant and growing”.
Mr. Mwitumwa Namunda Lubinda, Second Secretary
(Immigration), High Commission of Zambia, said in the
conclave that about 2000 Zambian students are studying in
India. He said, “Our country has got lots of support from India.
Technology advancement is a challenge for us and
technological university like GTU can support us for the
cause”.

Mr. Mucyo Rutishisha, Counselor, Rwanda Embassy, ,said “IndiaRwanda relations are marked by cordiality, convergence of views
and cooperation on major international issues, an increasing
trend in bilateral trade and investments, greater people to
people contact and a deep sense of mutual respect. Every year,
the Government of India offers scholarships and fellowships to
Rwandans from the public and private sector to enable them to
pursue fully-paid under-graduate, graduate, post-graduate and
research courses in India under ITEC, ICCR, CV Raman Fellowship
and Special Agricultural Scholarship”. Further, he said, “This year, 43
Scholarships are being offered to Rwanda. In addition to these, several short-term fullyfunded training courses will be offered to Rwandese nationals under the aegis of the
IAFS. The positive role that the Indian community plays in the Rwandan economy is
well appreciated by the Rwandan Government and the people”.

On this occasion Dr. Marko, Chairman, Regenesys Business School, South Africa,
Moumita Bhattacharya from British Council, Mr. K H Patel, former Indian High
Commissioner to Uganda and Ambassador to Rwanda and Burundi, Member- BOA
committee, GCSR GTU shared their experiences and highlighted significance of global
exposure in higher education system.

Mr. N.K Goyal, President, CMAI thanked all the Diplomats and
Vice Chancellors for gracing the event at GTU and he also thanked
Hon. Vice Chancellor, Dr. Akshai Aggarwal and CGBS team. He said,
“We live in the global world and education is beyond the boundary;
technology has brought changes in the way we talk, live, think and
we do the business and trade.”

Mr. Keyur Darji, Deputy Director – GTU Proposed the vote of thanks to the speakers on
behalf of GTU for gracing the 3 rd Conclave on Afro-Asian Countries

Second session: Discussion on GCSR, Launch of PMMS in GCSR and
Country Allocation for the AY 2015-16
The afternoon session was dedicated to the discussion and new developments in Global
Country Study Report (GCSR). The Team members of CGBS, Mr. Keyur Darji, Dr. KAushal
Bhatt, Dr. Sarika Srivastavca and Dr. Jyoti Srivastava have shared the Feedback of the
External Examiners of Sumemr 2015 viva of GCSR and pointed out the area of improvements.
Mr. Sunil Modi- Member, BOA committee for GCSR,
highlighted key issues of GCSR and its quality based on his
experience as an overall supervisor from GTU at GCSR
Summer 2015 viva.
He shared many micro level observations to the audience
and pointed out that the students and faculties of many
institutes are doing good job to prepare the quality
reports in GCSR but still, it many corners, we have to work
hard. He told that Faculties are having the Key Role in
success or failure of the project and emphasized that
Faculties must develop a bigger vision to get expertise on
Internal Trade and that may lead in the proper guidance to the students for GCSR.
Dr. Shivendra Gupta Member, BOA committee for GCSR,
emphasized that faculties should motivate their students to carry
out real research work in GCSR to get good placement. He
highlighted the importance of vertical and horizontal reading
and its effect on report preparation. He also stressed the
Importance of Company visit and its effect on preparation of GCSR
report.

Mr. Keyur Darji, Dr. Kaushal Bhatt & Dr. Sarika
Srivastava highlighted the PMMS Guidelines. Project
Management and Monitoring System for GCSR report
from Academic year 2015-16.
It is a real time project evaluation system for faculties
and students. It is a complete online monitoring system
where the Students, Faculty Guide, GCSR Coordinator,
Director of the Institute and GTU officer at the
university can view the status of the project. Periodic
Project Report (PPR) submission is to be done
fortnightly. They said that this system will help both the students and faculties to keep close
monitoring on the progress of the project work. This will enable the faculties to suggest the

necessary corrections in the project work on real time. PMMS will reduce the communication gap
at considerable extent and that will lead to the quality reports of GCSR.
There was the open session for almost half an hour in which the faculties shared their issues
and suggestions for the GCSR. Team CGBS, Mr. Sunil Modi and Dr. Shivendra Gupta have
resolved the queries and noted the suggestions to improve the system at Unive rsity Level.
At the end of the conclave, Centre for Global Business Studies (CGBS) has announced Country
and Indian State allocation for Academic Year 2015-16. This year MBA students are going to
study more than 102 countries of the world.

Media Coverage
Following are the links for the Media Coverage of the event

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/26-universities-get-educationexcellence-awards-at-Afro-Asian-conclave/articleshow/48122793.cms
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/need-to-increase-foreignstudents-intake-gtu-vice-chancellor-115071700883_1.html
https://egtu.wordpress.com/2015/07/17/total-26-universities-got-cci-technologyeducation-excellence-awards-at-gtu/
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